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KENT S. JOHNSON

Chief Executive Officer, Highlights for Children, Inc.
Kent S. Johnson serves as the chief executive officer of Highlights for Children, Inc., and is a member of the corporation’s Board of Directors. The company, which publishes the popular children’s magazine, Highlights, has grown to include six wholly-owned subsidiaries. 

All of the subsidiaries are focused on supporting children, parents, and educators. The companies include a children’s book publisher, a consumer catalog and e-commerce business, a textbook publisher, both magazine and book publishers focused on professional development for teachers, and a company providing direct training and career development opportunities to teachers. 

Johnson is only the third chief executive officer in the history of Highlights, which was founded in 1946 by Garry Cleveland Myers, Ph.D., and Caroline Clark Myers. He is a great-grandson of the founders, and a member of the fourth generation to serve in the family-owned enterprise. Previously, Johnson served as a corporate vice president of Strategic Management.


With a readership of more than two million children, Highlights is the largest general interest periodical for children in the world. In addition to this signature product, Highlights for Children delivers monthly Highlights Book Clubs for children and creates the Highlights Catalog of editor-approved toys, games, puzzles, books, and craft activities. 


 Johnson received his B.A. from Amherst College, and his Ph.D. in physics from Harvard University. He served in various roles in research and development, manufacturing, and operations before being recruited to join Highlights for Children by the former chief executive officer, Garry C. Myers III, in 2004. 

Johnson lives in Columbus, Ohio, with his wife and young child.

CHRISTINE FRENCH CLARK

Editor, Highlights magazine
Christine French Clark is editor of Highlights magazine, one of the best-known magazines for young children. She is also the editor of HighlightsKids.com, an interactive Web site that offers many games and activities, archives of stories, articles, recipes, crafts, and more to enhance each new issue of the print magazine.  

In 2006, Highlights will celebrate its 60th year of providing children with Fun with a Purpose, and the one-billionth copy of the magazine will roll off the presses.


Clark has been with Highlights for Children, Inc. since 1994, and was promoted to editor in 2001. Clark is the fourth editor in the magazine’s 60-year history. She is a member of the Board of Directors of Highlights for Children, Inc., which also publishes a series of Highlights Book Clubs for children, and the  Highlights Catalog. She is also a trustee of the Highlights Foundation, Inc., a national not-for-profit organization dedicated to excellence in writing and art for children. 


Among her various leadership responsibilities, Clark works with the Highlights staff to respond to more than 30,000 letters and e-mails received from children each year. 


She is also a frequent speaker at national writers’ and professional educators’ conferences. 

Clark has 28 years of experience in the business of educational publishing for children. Prior to joining the Highlights staff in 1994, she edited a number of other children’s publications for 13 years. Clark began her career in editorial publishing as an associate editor of preschool curricula.


Her professional memberships include the American Society of Magazine Editors, the Association of Educational Publishers, the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators, the International Reading Association, and the National Association for the Education of Young Children. 


The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania named Clark as one of the “Best 50 Women in Business” in 2004, and the Scranton Pocono Council of the Girls Scouts honored her as a “Woman of Distinction” in 2000. She has served on the Council’s Board of Directors since 2001. 


Clark earned her B.A. in communication arts from Judson College in Elgin, Ill. She lives in Honesdale, Pa., and has two children. 

KENT L. BROWN, JR.

Executive Director, Highlights Foundation, Inc.

Former editor, Highlights for Children
Publisher, Boyds Mills Press, Inc.
Kent L. Brown, Jr. wears many hats at Highlights for Children. He is executive director of the Highlights Foundation, Inc., a national not-for-profit foundation dedicated to excellence in writing and art for children. He is also publisher of Boyds Mills Press, Inc., and serves on the Board of Directors of Highlights for Children, Inc. 

Brown was editor of Highlights magazine for 22 years. Today, Highlights has two million paid subscribers in the United States and around the globe. The magazine was founded in 1946 by Brown’s grandparents, Garry Cleveland Myers, Ph.D., and Caroline Clark Myers.


Brown learned the basics of publishing while working under the managing editor of Highlights, his grandmother, who was his tutor. 


A past president of the Association of Educational Publishers, Brown has served on the publications committee of the International Reading Association and is a member of numerous other professional organizations including the National Council of Teachers of English, the American Society of Magazine Editors, and the National Press Club. He also served as president of the United States Board on Books for Young People and was recently appointed to the Board of Trustees of the Roger Tory Peterson Institute, a national, not-for-profit nature education organization located in Jamestown, N.Y. 
Brown received a B.A. in English from Hobart College, Geneva, N.Y., and a M.S. in English education from Syracuse University.

Brown is married, and has three children and four grandchildren. 

PATRICIA M. MIKELSON

Family Historian and Highlights Company Archivist

Pat Mikelson serves in many capacities at Highlights for Children and is committed to the importance of life-long learning and the development of children. 


As one of 13 grandchildren of Highlights magazine founders Garry Cleveland Myers, Ph.D., and Caroline Clark Myers, Mikelson is the informal family historian, company archivist, and family liaison to the Board of Directors. She is also a member of the Highlights’ strategic planning committee. Previously, she has served as marketing vice president and was most recently president of a subsidiary of Highlights for Children. 


Before joining Highlights in 1996, Mikelson was executive director for The Cooperative Ministry, a not-for-profit agency providing programs for families in economic crisis in the central South Carolina area.


Mikelson is currently a member of the National Association for the Education of Young Children and the Direct Sales Association. 


She received her B.A. from the University of South Carolina. Pat lives in Columbus, Ohio, with her husband, two cats, and two dogs. She has three children and five grandchildren. 

