Garry and Caroline Myers

Founders of Highlights for Children
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Garry Cleveland Myers and Caroline Clark Myers had full careers as teachers behind them when, in their “retirement,” they started Highlights for Children in Honesdale, Pa., in 1946.


The Myers were experts on children and in the teaching of writing and reading. For 41 years, as a nationally recognized leader in child-development studies, Dr. Myers wrote a popular syndicated newspaper column for parents, “Parent Problems.” He and Mrs. Myers wrote several books together and cooperated closely in all their professional work.


Over a lifetime of study and work with children and parents, they had formed very clear ideas about what a quality magazine for children should be. In the years before they started Highlights, the Myers developed those ideas into a publication called Children’s Activities. During this process, they realized that they loved creating a magazine for children.


By early 1946, the Myers decided to create their own magazine. With a tiny band of co-workers, it took only one month to prepare the first issue of Highlights. Starting with just 20,000 copies on that first run, Highlights has grown to reach more than two million families each month and will deliver the one-billionth copy of the magazine in July 2006.


Dr. Myers was an inveterate observer, teacher, and entertainer of kids. What he learned from children went straight into Highlights and out to millions of other people’s children across the nation.


Dr. Myers worked at his desk at Highlights until his death in 1971 at age 87. He was the primary idea-and-copy resource of the publication. Mrs. Myers, who held the title of managing editor, was indeed the “boss of the works.” She remained in full charge until just a few years before her death at age 93 in 1980.


Indeed the Myers were a great team – perhaps one of the most effective teaching teams the nation has known. The children they reached, not to mention parents and teachers, number many tens of millions. They received public recognition and many awards for their work, among them a B’nai B’rith Citizenship Citation, a Freedoms Foundation National Recognition Award, the Brotherhood Award from the National Council of Christians and Jews, and numerous awards for editorial excellence from the Educational Press Association of America.


Highlights for Children, Inc. is now involved in much more than the flagship magazine and today includes a series of Book Clubs, an interactive Web site for families, and other products and services. Highlights remains a family-owned company.


The Myers were an extraordinary, inspired, and indefatigable couple. Their creation of Highlights goes to show what two people with passion and drive can do with their “retirement.”


That same drive and passion for creating quality products and services for children is the mission that drives the Highlights Family of Companies today.
For more information about Highlights for Children, Inc. and Highlights magazine, please visit www.Highlights.com. 


